A member of the reoviridae (DpRV) has a ploidy-specific genomic segment in the wasp Diadromus pulchellus (Hymenoptera).
Wild and laboratory populations of the parasitoid wasp Diadromus pulchellus are infected with a new member of the reoviridae (DpRV) described in this paper. The particles of this virus possess two capsid shells (diameters: 35 and 70 nm) made up of 11 proteins. The virus is present mainly in the gut of the wasp, with smaller quantities in its venom gland. The genome of virus particles purified from haploid insects (functional males) contains 10 segments, whereas virus from diploid insects (females and sterile diploid males) contains a supernumerary 3.33-kb segment. The sequence of this dsRNA segment revealed that it is a triplicated 1050-bp motif which is 97.5% similar to the 5' region of one of the 10 basic segments, the 3.80-kb segment.